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Gift Fees

An
Investment
in the
Future

I

n July 2010, the Board of Curators approved an important new policy to support fundraising
efforts on all four campuses. This new policy assesses an annual fee of 1% on all endowments.

The impact of this new policy is important to MU in two ways. One, with very minimal impact
to individual donors, it allows the fundraising work that the university is doing to continue to
flourish. The return on investment for development efforts can be seen in endeavors like the

Honoring a Leader. .  . 2

For All We Call Mizzou campaign, which raised $1 billion for MU. Two, the policy allows for

Jerry Litton’s legacy lives on

a change in the way MU allocates general operating dollars. General operating money is the
valuable unrestricted fund that campus administration needs to fund many enterprises at MU. By

Vaught Scholarship. .  . 4

funding the development efforts with other sources, the change frees up resources to be used in

New scholarship recognizes impact
of Student Services professional

support of teaching and learning.
Providing new and alternative ways to support fundraising efforts is critical to the future of MU.
Private gifts are more important than ever because of the uncertainty of state funding levels year to
year. In addition, MU agreed to cap tuition for the past two years, which limits one main source
of revenue for the campus. Private gifts and grants are among the few sources of new revenue the
university uses for scholarships, faculty needs, research, new facilities and programs.
Prior to July, the university funded most of the cost of fundraising out of the
general revenue budget. Budget challenges led university leaders to explore alternate sources of funding for many campus functions, including development. This
new, minimal fee puts us in line with what other peer institutions are doing to
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Dean Thomas Payne, who is a member of the MU Development Advisory

A True Tiger . .  .  .  .  .  . 9

fees for many years. The conclusion of the billion dollar For All We Call Mizzou
Campaign was the right time to institute a better way of funding development.
The Council reviewed many types of gift fees and saw that most of our peer
universities already have some type of endowment fee to help underwrite their

Private gifts are

fundraising activities. Michigan State is the only university within the Big 12 and Big 10 to fund

more important

development activities through general operating funds, which includes student fees and state
appropriations.”

the uncertainty

Payne notes “We take great pride as prudent stewards of the state’s resources and we take pride in

of state funding

the cost effectiveness of our development program. During the eight years of the For All We Call

levels year to year.

Scholarship
Luncheon 2010. .  .  .  . 4

adapt to state budget adjustments and a weakened economy.

Council and the Council of Deans, said “The university has been discussing gift

than ever because of

In this issue:

Mizzou Campaign, our development expenditures averaged between 10 and 14 cents per dollar
raised. This is well below the national average which ranges from 15 to 25 cents on the dollar.
Without the financial support of our wonderful alumni and friends, CAFNR would not have the
stature and prominence that we all enjoy today.”
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University he loves
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Jerry
Litton

J

erry Litton, who tragically

“The University of Missouri played

died in an aircraft accident in 1976

a very important role in shaping

after winning a Democratic primary

Congressman Litton’s career,” said

bid for United States Senator, will

Edwin S. Turner, college frater-

be honored by his alma mater, the

nity brother and Vice President of

College of Agriculture, Food and

the Jerry Litton Family Memorial

Natural Resources, University of

Foundation.

Missouri.
“His unparalleled leadership skills
The Jerry Litton Fund for Agricul-

were developed as he participated in

tural Leadership will have several

many on-campus College of Agricul-

components: the Litton Lecture-

ture activities, Turner continued.

ship will bring interesting speakers

The resources offered by MU were

to campus, the Litton Fellowship

equally invaluable to the incred-

will support faculty entrepreneurial

ible success of the Litton Charolais

activities, the Litton Scholarship will

Ranch. Even though Jerry’s life

encourage top students to develop

tragically ended at a very young age,

their leadership potential, and the

he became known both nationally

Litton Agricultural Leadership

and internationally as an innovative

Fellowship will help students to gain

spokesman for agriculture. It is only

farm policymaking experience.

fitting that The Jerry Litton Fund for
Agricultural Leadership be estab-

The $250,000 fund, announced

photos on

lished at the University.”

this page

October 20, was endowed by the

from the

Jerry Litton Family Memorial

Jerry Lon Litton was born in a

Litton

Foundation. The foundation

farmhouse without plumbing

supports agricultural, educational

or electricity near Lock Springs,

and athletic activities in memory of

Missouri, on May 12, 1937. During

the Jerry Litton family.

his youth, an accident disabled his

Collection in
the Western
Historical
Manuscript
Collection
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ful cattle-breeding business. Before

questions and state their concerns

he began his political career, he was

about political issues. For each show

active in promoting youth involve-

Litton invited a guest, including such

ment in leadership in agriculture and

prominent political figures as Senator

rural communities.

Hubert Humphrey and Georgia
Governor Jimmy Carter, who said

In 1972, Litton was elected to the

that he thought Litton would be

U.S. House of Representatives, where

President one day.

he advocated for the rights of farmers
and hardworking citizens. Often

Litton decided to seek the seat of

referred to as a “breath of fresh air

retiring U.S. Senator Stuart Syming-

in Washington,” Litton impressed

ton in 1976. He handily defeated the

his colleagues with his honesty and

incumbent’s son, James Symington,

father, so his mother supported

his political incorruptibility. House

and former governor Warren Hearnes

the family by selling milk from

Majority Leader Thomas P. “Tip”

in the Democratic primary on

the family’s eleven cows. While a

O’Neal claimed that in his 22 years

August 3, 1976. That same evening,

student at Chillicothe High School,

in Congress, he had never been more

Litton, his wife, Sharon, and their

Litton served as president of both

impressed by a freshman congressman

two children, Linda and Scott, along

the National Honor Society and

than by Jerry Litton.

with their pilot and the pilot’s son,
died in a plane crash just after takeoff

the Chillicothe Chapter of Future
Farmers of America. In 1956-57, the

The Congressional Club, which

from Chillicothe Airport en route to

FFA elected him as national secretary.

he conceived and organized in

a victory celebration in Kansas City.

television program,

College of Agriculture in 1961 with

“Dialogue with Litton,”

a BS in agricultural journalism and a

that aired statewide.

minor in economics. After gradua-

Open to the public,

tion, he returned to Chillicothe and

these meetings offered

joined his parents in a highly success-

voters a chance to ask

find this

Litton graduated from the MU

to

s

his district, sponsored a monthly

Making a new
building fit
into an old
campus ry online

Doug Crews, executive director of the Missouri Press Association,
shows off an original Jerry Litton campaign sign
that delighted those who came to the event.
Ed Turner, CAFNR alum
and Jerry Litton Family
Memorial Foundation
member, addressed
the crowd and related
memories of his friend,
Jerry Litton, after

Connect with CAFNR through

attendees viewed the

Facebook and Twitter!

documentary, Bringing

Go to our home page for the links

Government to the People,

to these social networks.

The Jerry Litton Dialogues.

cafnr.missouri.edu.
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Student Advocate

Surprising a

D

onna Vaught was in shock when

Dean Tom Payne and Associate Dean

$900,000 given to more than 800
students this year.

Bryan Garton proclaimed that the
College has established an endowed

More than 12,000 students have

scholarship in her name.

received scholarships during her
tenure.

The announcement was made at the
College’s Scholarship Donor Recog-

Donna has been the assistant to four

nition Luncheon held Wednesday,

associate deans, four interim associ-

Oct. 13, 2010.

ate deans and four assistant deans,
and also manages the College’s loan

The Donna J. Vaught Scholarship will

program, making sure students get the

be an unrestricted scholar-

financial aid they need to complete

ship available to all students

their education.

enrolled in the College.
Contributions to the

  Dean Tom Payne and Associate Dean
Bryan Garton surprise Donna Vaught with
an endowed scholarship in her name.  
More than 12,000 students have received
scholarships during her 20-year tenure.

Donna, who plans to retire

Donna J. Vaught Scholarship Fund

next year, has worked for

If you would like to make a contribu-

almost 20 years to make

tion to this scholarship fund, contact

our scholarship program

the Office of Advancement toll free

one of the largest on

at (866) 400-4483 or via email at

campus, with more than

givingtocafnr@missouri.edu.

Showing Appreciation
Student scholarship recipients express
their gratitude to donors at annual luncheon

M

U’s College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources awards more than $950,000 in scholarships

each year to our bright and talented students. Much of this
money is made possible through the generosity of donors
who support endowed scholarships that continue to give
the gift of an enriched and better college experience
every year. On October 13, 2010, donors and
students alike got together to honor those

  Recipients of the

who have supported the College and its stu-

Jerry West Memorial

dents through scholarships.

Scholarship and
Class of 2005

Chuck and Ina Rae Brazeale enjoyed

Scholarship enjoy

spending time with their scholarship

meeting their

recipients Lauren Dye, Dustin

donors.

Wilkerson and Heidi Davis.  
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What was it like
in 1960 at
t h e Ag School?

G

raduates from 1960 came back to campus to celebrate their Gold Medal Reunion

September 9-11. What was it like on campus way back then? Did you kiss the goat,
or join the paddle line? Remember Black Jack Matthews; the M Bar? ROTC parades
on the Quad and basketball in Brewer? Were you one of the Ruf-Nex policing the
campus? Did you get lost in the “stacks” at the library? P.E. was a required course –
with square dancing one of the choices – and Romano’s was a popular place to eat
and bowl. And there was just one commencement ceremony – with all graduates
streaming down from the entrances to Memorial Stadium and across the field. What
a sight!
There was no School of Natural Resources in 1960 – it was the School of Forestry.
And no College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources. It was the College
of Agriculture,
period, with a new
building to house
administrative
offices and some
departments.
Our current
name offers a
sense of the
breadth of our

programs. CAFNR students today
are 50% urban and 50% rural, with only 12% from family
farms. Some things never change. Today’s students and
the graduates from 1960 share a
love for the College, a desire to
have successful careers and to
help find solutions to challenges
facing the world.
The Shack (top left);
If you couldn’t make it back

Paddle Line (above);

for the reunion in 2010, don’t

Score one for the goat! (left)

worry. You can come next

Courtesy of University Archives

year — so we hope you make
plans to come to campus and
see the changes for yourself.
MU is a great place to be —
and to return to.
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Society brunch

M

izzou alumni and supporters celebrated

10 years of Monticello Society giving at the
Monticello Society Brunch on May 1, 2010.
This year’s event was held at the new conference building at Bradford Research and
Extension Center (BREC). The Bradford
Technology Transfer Center was recently built
and has served as an energy-efficient addition
to BREC. The College is constantly improving
current structures and looking to finance new
ones so that our researchers, faculty and staff
can continue to produce great work for the
University. Brunch attendees were delighted
to listen to Tim Reinbott, BREC superintendent, as he discussed exciting research and
projects on the farm, including many activities that are focused on making BREC a more
environmentally friendly place.
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Society Members *
Ambassador

Douglas T. Allen
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Gust
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Gust
Mr. and Mras. Michael H. Lembke
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin R. Lennon
Bruce J. Loewenberg
Mr. Alvin E. (Al) and Mary Agnes McQuinn

Diplomat

Rex and Mary Campbell
Ed and Dianne Creed
Ann King Dickinson
Miss Hortense Greenley
Lowell Miller

Very Distinguished Fellow
Dr. and Mrs. Gary L. Allee
Charles R. and Ina R. Brazeale
Rex and Barbara Clevenger
Carl E. Ferguson
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas A. Parr
Mr. and Mrs. Roger D. Shaw, Jr.

Distinguished Fellow

Dudley and Virgie Alexander
Jerry R. Brooks, Ph. D.
John R. Campbell and
Eunice J. Campbell
Lena W. Ellis
Walter W. Kibler
Mrs. Moray Kiehl
Mrs. Christine Lemonds
Michael and Paula Nolan
Don W. Orscheln
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Payne
Colonel John Riffle USAF (Ret)
and Mrs. Jean E. Riffle
Dr. and Mrs. Wayne Leo Ryan
Jack and Millie Smith
Robert R. and Gretchen Y. Thompson

Fellow

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Barnes
Emily J. Bishop
Mr. and Mrs. Norman A. Braksick
Charles Brock
Morris and Dolores Burger
Dr. and Mrs. Charles E. Campbell
Mrs. Herschel (Dona) Gaddy
Mr. and Mrs. Ben A. Geisert
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hanna
Dr. and Mrs. William Heffernan
Mr. and Mrs. Ted C. Jacoby, Jr.
Tony and Cindy Kooyumjian
Ray and Jean McClure
Roger and Joyce Mitchell
Mr. John L. Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Owens
Mr. Randy Parman
Vivian Purdy
Randall A. Rosenkrans and
Kelly S. Rosenkrans, D.V.M.
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Rost
Barry and Marjorie Slayton
Pauline D. Watkins
Pat Westhoff and Elena Vega
Mr. Robert S. Wheeler
Dr. and Mrs. Walter T. Wilkening
Drs. Handy and Barbara Williamson

Sustaining

Mr. Frank W. Adams
Michael and Sherri Atchison
David E. Baker
Brett and Katherine Begemann
Dr. and Mrs. Robert James Birkenholz
Keith and Ruth Ann Boyer
Dr. and Mrs. Maury E. Bredahl
Douglas Brown, Ph.D. and Mrs. Julie Brown
Phillip and Doris Brown
Marian Hoshor Wood Bump
Philip and Susan Burger
Steven and Laura Burger
Mike and Ene Chippendale
Gerald Lynn Chrisope, Ph. D.
Mike and Maureen Comotto
Jay S. Craven
Bill T. Crawford
Mr. and Mrs. Russell D’Hondt
Joe and Betty Dillard
Leo and Kay Drey
Charles and Judy Earnest
Keith and Ann Fletcher
Dr. and Mrs. Jon C. Gehrke
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas C. Goff
Mr. and Mrs. Myron W. Gwinner
Mrs. Melva S. Hagan
David and Judith Haggard
Diana Hallett and Larry Hall
Dr. Joel A. Hartman
Ms. Jody Hanner
Delmar and LaVerna Hatesohl
Mrs. Lenna L. Hensley
William P. and Nancy A. Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Johnson
Mr. Weldon A. Jones
Mrs. Elizabeth Kahrs
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Kahrs
Mr. Steven Kahrs
Bob and Mary Keil
Mrs. Carole E. Kullmann
Mr. Bae-Goo Lee
Dean and Ruth Lindsey
Dr. Marc Linit and
Ms. Susan B. Hollingsworth
Dale and Rhonda Ludwig
Mr. and Mrs. Brock M. Lutz
Mrs. Shirley M. Mager
Mrs. Joan Gillam Manda
Joseph Mathews
Jim and Mimi McRoberts
Dr. and Mrs. Neil F. Meador
William and Dalisay Meyers
Mr. Lowell D. Miller, Jr. and
Mrs. Karen Asmussen Miller

Mr. and Mrs. David M. Minnick
Lowell and JoAnn Mohler
Chris and Amy Mouse
Dr. Curtis J. Nelson
Boyd and Vera O’Dell
Dr. and Mrs. Joe Parcell
Nancy Yates Parker and William Parker
Dr. and Mrs. Cortland Peret
Bob and Kristin Perry
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Raines
Thomas Ream, Jr., and Eleanor J. Ream
Carolann Reich
Dr. and Mrs. V. James Rhodes
Dr. and Mrs. R. Michael Roberts
Dr. Joseph and Judy E. Roetheli
Lewis and Martha Rone
Ken and Sharon Schneeberger
Drs. Michael and Angela Siemens
Mrs. Beatrice Smith
Jim and Vickie Spain
Paul W. Steele
Bill and Lola Stringer
George and Jan Tucker
Ed and Lois Turner
Dr. Lanette Vaughn
Dr. and Mrs. C. Randal Vessell
Albert R. Vogt, Ph.D.
Kenneth Von Roenn, Jr.
Rosemary A. Ward and Donald L. Ward
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Wasson
Darcy Wells
George P. Wilson
Dr. Richard S. Zack, Jr.

(continued on page 8)
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  Smiles all around for Dean
Payne, Bruce Loewenberg and Bob
Perry.  

  Karen Weber sharing a

laugh with Steve Borgelt.  
  Mekka Garcia chats with
Jean and Ray McClure. 

  The new

Bradford Technology Transfer Center
was a perfect place for the brunch.   
  Members and guests eagerly
await brunch.   

  It was good to

greet old and new friends.  
Heidi Griswold, alum and CAFNR
director of development, talks with
Pat Westoff and wife, Elena Vega,
new Monticello Society members.

(continued from page 7)

Annual

William M. Abbott
Warren K. Akerson
Bill and Debbie Allen
Richard L. Ash, Jr.
Carla Barbieri
Mr. Stephen Daniel Barr
Mr. Wayne Behymer and Dr. Jo Behymer
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Beiriger
Mrs. Sarah Woody Bibens and
Mr. Douglas C. Bibens
Brad Bolon, DVM, MS, PhD
Dr. Steven C. Borgelt
Glenn and Jeannie Chambers
Elizabeth and Robert T. Childress, III
Dr. and Mrs. Victor G. Clever, Sr.
Victor G. Clever, Jr.
Linda Cline
Marlene Kiehl Coe and Jeffrey Coe
Ms. Christine Cohen
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Collins
Dennis and Pamela Coombs
Reva Cornett
Mrs. John H. Coutts
Mrs. Charles L. Cramer
Mr. F. Duane Dailey
Don and Francis Day
David and Kim Diamond
Robert K. Dixon, Ph.D. and Anita Dixon
Mr. Gerald M. Ehlmann and
Ms. Patricia Ehlmann
Drs. James and Jin-Young Faller
Donald Flinner
Kent Forthergill
Darryl Franke
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Ray Gaertner
Mr. and Mrs. Mikel D. Garrett
Bryan and Deborah Garton
Ms. Ayca Gedikoglu
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Geisert
Dr. and Mrs. Rodney D. Geisert
Sarah K. Geisert
Jordan Gerlach
Mr. and Mrs. C. Carter Graham
Mr. and Mrs. Gary E. Hanman
Clay and Dana Haynes
Dr. and Mrs. Michael D. Hood
Brynn W. Kerr
Dr. and Mrs. Phillip Kerr
Dr. William R. Lamberson
Richard P. Lane
Susan and Ray Lasley
Dr. Doris P. Littrell
Yang Liu, Ph.D.
Karl R. Marks
Mrs. Wanda Matteson
Mr. and Mrs. David Maupin

  Pat Westoff and wife, Elena Vega, are new Monticello
Society members.  

  Bob and Gretchen Thompson know you

can always count on Tom Payne to liven things up.  

  Mike

Comotto enjoyed meeting Ana Logue, a member of the Student
Development Board.  

  New members Bill and Debbie Allen.
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Society Members *
Mr. and Mrs. David E. McCaslin
Mr. Michael McKeague
James A. McKenzie
J. Michael and Patricia Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Robert V. Miller
Stephen and Joan Mudrick
Mr. David W. Murphy and
Dr. Gunilla J. Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Steven G. Newcom
Ms. Kelly A. Northcott
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick Parrish, Jr.
Ms. Joey L. Peck and Mr. Josh Peck
Ann Q. Perry
David and Jeanne Peters
Virginia Peterson, Ph.D.
Mia and Monty Platz
John and Linda Poehlmann
Dr. and Mrs. Lenard Politte
Ron W. Przybylinski
Dr. and Mrs. Douglas D. Randall
Mr. Justin Roberts
Dr. and Mrs. Norman F. Rohrbach
Mr. J. Allen Rowland
Dr. Mark Ryan and
Carol Mertensmeyer Ryan
Ms. Amber Scherer
Ms. Kari Severe
Kristen and Rusty Smarr
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Spener
Dr. and Mrs. Gary Stacey
Douglas and Patricia Thomas
William and Mary Vanjonack
Wolfgang and Edda VonDressler
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Walberg
Professor and Mrs. John C. Walker
Mr. John J. Waye
Dr. William Wiebold
J. Alan and Karen Weber
David and Sue Weddle
Abner Womack, Ph.D.

In Memoriam
Betty Brock
Charles Cramer
Jim Fulkerson
Marian Miller
Allan Purdy

*Membership as of November 1, 2010

Although Walter Kibler’s estate
plan establishes his scholarship,
he has decided to provide funds
now, and met this year’s recipient,

a True Tiger:

Anna James.  She was thrilled to
meet Walter to tell him how much
his scholarship helps, and see his
collection of all things Mizzou.  

                      Walter Kibler

F

for it on a weekly basis which left

returning veterans get back to the

The family legacy continues through

tions, faculty and staff from MU

him a few dollars for food. During

farm and earn a living producing

two of his children and two grand-

have gone to high schools across the

his college years, Walter found jobs

livestock and crops for the growing

children who have also graduated

state and encouraged students to

on campus, and also worked as a

nation. He went on to work for

from MU. In addition, Walter is

janitor in downtown

the Army Corps of Engineers, and

a lifetime member of the Mizzou

stores. He received a

reached the level of Chief of the

Alumni Association, as well as MU’s

Bachelor of Science

Acquisition Branch of the Corps’

Jefferson Club and the College’s

degree in Agriculture

Real Estate Division after 35 years in

Monticello Society for major

in 1938, the only one

government service.

donors.

Upon retirement he purchased a

He has established an endowed

farm in Carroll County and returned

scholarship for students who have

or generations upon genera-

think about going
to MU to continue

He had raised $43

their education. In

from selling milk

the early 1930s,
Walter Kibler of
Meadville heard
someone from
MU speak in his

from his own Jersey
cow, and paid $39 to
enroll for 13 hours.

of his siblings to earn
a college degree.

vocational agriculture class. It lit a

No one knew the great recession

to the land. He operated that farm

to work to get through school, and

fire in him to go to the University of

and World War II were looming on

for 21 years.

who come from a rural background.

Missouri and get a college degree.

the horizon. And little did he know

Walter Kibler is “paying back” the

at the time that he would begin a

He never forgot his alma mater

great university he loves for the

Although Walter’s parents were

family legacy at the University of

during that time. As a devoted Tiger

education which gave him a long

supportive, they didn’t have any

Missouri.

football fan, he held season tickets

career of public service. He wants

for 58 consecu-

money to help him achieve his goal.

... little did he know

other Missourians
like himself to have

He packed all of his clothing in a

After graduating, Walter worked

tive years and

cardboard suitcase and hitchhiked

for the Farm Security Administra-

only missed

from Chillicothe to Columbia. He

tion until he entered the U.S. Navy,

four games. He

had raised $43 from selling milk

where he achieved the rank of

hasn’t been able

from his own Jersey cow, and paid

Lieutenant JG. Following the war,

to attend in

$39 to enroll for 13 hours. Then

he joined the Veterans Administra-

recent years, but roots for the Tigers

was awarded for the Fall Semester

he found a room to rent for $6 a

tion as a training officer in the Farm

from home.

2010, continuing the legacy in

month and fortunately could pay

Training Program, which helped

that he would begin a
family legacy at MU.
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Kibler Scholarship

perpetuity.

  

a chance at what he

in Lamar

S

outhwest MO Mizzou alumni and

supporters gathered in the home of Martin
and Brenda Bunton on September 9, 2010,
to celebrate the College of Agriculture, Food
and Natural Resources and network with
fellow alumni. Around 20 people from Lamar
and the surrounding area traded stories about
their days in Columbia and listened as Dean
Tom Payne and Associate Dean Bryan Garton
updated them on what was happening at
CAFNR.

(photos, top right to lower left)
Rod Geisert, Animal Sciences Division Director, meets Russ
Massa, 1981 graduate and livestock sales consultant in Lamar.
Andy and Christie Heins enjoyed the event.  
Andy is a 2001 agribusiness graduate.
Vincil Warren, 1938 graduate and former
Vo-Ag teacher, visits with Bryan Garton,
Associate Dean, Academic Programs.

CAFNR Source of Funds
Fiscal Year 2010
You can see why we are so grateful for the financial support we
receive from our private and corporate donors. They provide
four percent of our College’s funding. You might not think
that’s a lot, but it is significant, especially during these tough

Earnings
$3,222,450
4%

State Funds
$19,037,682
22%

Tuition
$18,021,513
20%
Federal Formula Funding
$7,148,122
8%

Gifts
$3,408,383
4%
Grants/Contracts
$36,749,636
42%

economic times.
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Most Gifted
of Teachers

HONORED
WITH SYMPOSIUM

S

imagine, his influence is with me

ometime in October 2011, MU will host a scientific symposium that will

today as I tackle new projects.”

attract plant scientists from around the world. While topics will range from
plant nutrition to disease prevention, the symposium will also be a family
reunion of sorts to honor a noted researcher and teacher who has impacted the

Blevins, a native of the Missouri

lives of a generation of plant scientists.

Ozarks, earned his master’s degree in soils from MU. His PhD, from the University of Kentucky, is in plant physiology. He teaches courses in plant physiology

Dale Blevins, professor of agronomy at the MU College of Agriculture, Food

and plant nutrient uptake/metabolism. His research focus is on plant nutrition

and Natural Resources and an early member of the world-renown MU Interdis-

and plant physiology, particularly on the role of boron and its effect on ascorbate

ciplinary Plant Group, is retiring and his colleagues and former students want

metabolism and magnesium uptake.

to combine a serious discussion of how to better feed the world with rememRandall believes that one of Blevins’ most significant research impacts came in

brances of how a dedicated teacher influenced their careers.

the 1980s when Blevins helped eradicate a disease affecting cattle. Cattle grazing
“Dale is among the most gifted of teachers,” said Doug Randall, an emeritus

on lush spring pastures would become ill. Blevins determined that magnesium

professor of biochemistry at MU. “In addition to his classroom proficiency, he

uptake and the nutrient content of the leaves were regulated by phosphorus. The

has developed a forte for one-on-one and small group mentoring. Numerous

cows stopped becoming sick when the pastures were balanced with this impor-

undergraduates have worked with him and have gone on to do great things.

tant nutrient.

They are scattered all over the world in significant academic, industry and
government positions. One former postdoc, Dr. Paul Reynolds, is the equiva-

“Dale is very much about balancing minerals and nutrients in fields,” Randall

lent of the US Secretary of Agriculture in New Zealand.

said. “This expertise is not only important in increasing the quality and quantity
of food from animals, but is critical to non-forage-related areas such as soybeans.”

“Dale’s graduate classes were outside the box of standard classes,” commented
Tim Reinbott, superintendent of the Bradford Research and Extension Center

Of the many honors earned by Blevins, the latest is the prestigious Teaching

and former student. “He used relevant scientific papers as the basis of his class

Award given by the Crop Science Society of America. This award recognizes

and gave lectures that made us understand and to think for ourselves. Rote

excellence in classroom teaching of crop science at the undergraduate and

memorization was not going to get it. You needed to actually think and under-

graduate level. He also won an Undergraduate Research Award in Chemistry

stand what was written and come to your own conclusions. What was neat was

from the National Science Foundation, the American Soybean Association/ICI

that he would throw in a poor paper to see if we would recognize the substan-

International Soybean Researchers Recognition Award, and fellowships from

dard science and conclusions. His one-page assignments meant hours and

the American Society of Agronomy and Crop Science of America. Blevins is

hours in the library researching other manuscripts and understanding them. He

the winner of the Alumni Distinguished Faculty Award from the University of

encouraged us to think beyond the obvious and this has carried on throughout

Missouri and was named a W.T. Kemper Teaching Excellence Award honoree.

all of our careers.”

The MU College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources selected him as the
Outstanding Graduate Advisor in 2006, the same year he was accepted into the
CAFNR Teaching Academy.

Reinbott worked with Blevins for 12 years as a research associate. Blevins
continued to teach and mentor Reinbott through this time. “On numerous
occasions, I would come to his office excited about a new idea or project that

“While a recognized expert in plant nutrients, Dale’s great contribution is

I had from some manuscript that I had just read,” Reinbott said. “Halfway

developing people,” Randall said. “He teaches them how to be enthusiastic, ask

through my idea I would realize that I made an error in my thinking,

questions, conduct quality research and to avoid becoming too narrow in their

but he would just smile and say that is okay, there are no bad ideas. When the

science. He mentors them to find and investigate the important things and then

idea was sound, he would say ‘go for it lets see what happens.’ As you might

share that knowledge with others to benefit all.”
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Many alumni will recognize the names of the
following newly retired faculty members.

			

We have
lost a

gratitude

benefactor

Their leadership will be missed in CAFNR and they have left us big
shoes to fill. They are:
Gary Allee Professor, Animal Sciences
Dale Blevins Professor, Plant Sciences
Gene Garrett Professor, Forestry
Glenn Grimes Professor, Agricultural Economics
Steve Matthews Professor, Agricultural Economics
Tony Prato Professor, Agricultural Economics

Just as we were going to print

Dave Sleper Professor, Plant Sciences

we learned of the

Barry Steevens Professor, Animal Sciences

death of Betty Brock,
BS HES ’39. She and her
husband, Charley (BS Ag
’39), are special to gratitude because they set up an endowment that supported
printing and distribution costs. Betty died October 1,
2010, in Ballwin, MO. The Brocks also endowed a fund to
support Human Environmental Science’s alumni magazine,

Be sure to check out the story on Dale Blevins in this issue. He’s had
an amazing career at Mizzou.

We also wanted to let you know of our faculty
members who have passed away since our last publication. Their service to CAFNR will be remembered. They are:
Charlie Cramer Professor Emeritus, Agricultural Economics
Albert Hagan Professor Emeritus, Agricultural Economics

Vanguard. Her sister, Jean (HES ’42), is married to one of

Edgar Allen McGinnes Jr., Professor Emeritus, Natural Resources

CAFNR’s special people, Ray McClure (BS Ag ’42; M.Ed

Raymond A. Schroeder, Professor Emeritus, Horticulture

’51). MU was a family affair for the Ream sisters. Betty was

Om Sehgal, Professor Emeritus, Plant Pathology

a good friend to MU and will be missed.

Stephen Whitted, Professor Emeritus, Agricultural Economics

